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The candidates
Robert Collacott, 67, incumbent, senior project manager 
for Alta Environmental
Diana C. Fascenelli, 54, incumbent, manager for  
Fascenelli and Associates
Crystal Miles, 49, business owner, United Industries
Chad Zimmerman, technologist (did not respond to the 
invitation to participate)

What are your top two priorities if elected?
Robert Collacott: My top two priorities will continue 

to be public safety improvement and cost-effective main-
tenance of Villa Park’s infrastructure. In my first term 
on council I established the Law Enforcement Advisory 
Committee (LEAC), which has been instrumental in 
working with Neighborhood Watch and the Sheriff De-
partment to reduce our already low crime every year 
since formation. I will continue to champion traffic im-
provements in the school zones to protect our students.

Diana C. Fascenelli: Property values and safety.
Crystal Miles: My top two priorities are promises. To 

serve fairly, without bias. To help City Council refocus 
on our city and stop with the infighting, the divisive-
ness and bring our community (although we may dis-

agree at times) full circle and make our residents proud 
to live here.

How should the city balance paying off 
debts, such as pension liabilities and building 
reserves, with meeting residents’ needs? 
Should it involve finding new revenue or 
trimming the budget?

Robert Collacott: Villa Park established a Section 115 
Trust that provides higher rates of return to assist in re-
ducing pension liabilities. Villa Park has highly funded fi-
nancial reserves. Almost entirely reliant on property tax, 
opportunities to increase revenues are limited. I have 
championed development of preventive infrastructure 
maintenance plans to reduce costs. I have also cham-
pioned transfer of surplus properties to adjacent resi-
dents to reduce city maintenance costs. Residents right-
fully expect the city to operate within existing revenues.

Diana C. Fascenelli: Conservatism is Villa Park’s key 
to success. Increased revenue to our city comes in the 
form of property taxes with increased home sales and 
building improvements. The budget will reflect the in-
come that we receive and the expenses will be reflected 
accordingly.

Crystal Miles: I believe both solutions. There has to 
be compromise, give and take.

What should the city’s role be in encouraging 
the development of low-income housing 
units? Would you support a mandate or an 
incentive of some kind?

Robert Collacott: Villa Park is zoned for low- and me-
dium-density development and residents desire to main-
tain this zoning. Further, Villa Park is almost entirely 
built-out. However, to comply with a state mandate to 
provide zoning for high-density development, I cham-
pioned rezoning a portion of the commercial zone to 
mixed-use commercial/high density housing to prevent 
high-density zoning in residential areas. The free mar-
ket should determine housing mix.

Diana C. Fascenelli: Having such large lots, accessory 
dwelling units aka: granny flats are popular in Villa 
Park. The city has policies in place to encourage and 
assist homeowners who wish to build one of these on 
their property.

Crystal Miles: I need more information before offer-
ing my opinion on this.
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Villa Park City Council (voters choose three)

plan to build a new upscale 
hotel on the site, which is 
adjacent to both Disneyland 
and Disney California Ad-
venture theme parks. Con-
struction was supposed to 
begin in July, but the hotel 
plans were put on hold in-
definitely after the city of 
Anaheim and Disney could 
not reach agreement over a 
tax rebate plan. The Rain-
forest Cafe, ESPN Zone, 
AMC theaters and other 
businesses also were shut 
down as part of the hotel 
project. None of those is ex-
pected to reopen.

The AMC complex is re-
portedly slated to move 
to Anaheim GardenWalk, 
while the interior fixtures 
for both the Rainforest 
Cafe and ESPN Zone were 
removed, making it difficult 
to reestablish their busi-
nesses.

The Downtown Disney 
Earl of Sandwich wasn’t 
known for cutting-edge 
gourmet fare, but it offers 
arguably the only budget 

dining option at the up-
scale Disney mall, where a 
chicken sandwich is more 
likely to cost $18 than the 
$8.99 it costs at the Earl of 
Sandwich.

Steve and Emily Tolle of 
Sacramento were in town 
celebrating their 10th anni-
versary and made a special 
visit to the  sandwich shop, 
initially unaware that it had 
closed down and reopened.

“We’ve been coming here 
every five years,” Steve Tolle 
said. “The first time we 
came, I looked down and 
said, ‘Wow, we got out of 
here for under $20. That 
was amazing.’ A family of 
four could eat for $40. Two 
turkey legs would probably 
cost you that in the park.”

The president of the 
32-restaurant Earl of Sand-
wich chain was in Anaheim 

on Monday overseeing the 
opening day. Jim Stanley 
said it was because of a 
“groundswell of support” 
from loyal customers and 
Disneyland cast members 
that the Anaheim location 
reopened.

Stanley said the company 
had been talking to Dis-
ney about possibly opening 
up a pop-up restaurant on 
the site and perhaps later 

opening in the new hotel. 
Then they got a call ask-
ing if they’d be interested 
in reopening their former 
store in the same location. 
Luckily, he said, the only 
fixtures that had been re-
moved were the picnic ta-
bles on the patio, with ev-
erything else intact.

“We hadn’t taken the 
signage down, even though 
Disney wanted us to,” Stan-
ley said.

The Anaheim store was 
historically the second-
highest-grossing in the 
chain, after the flagship 
store at Disney Springs at 
Walt Disney World, he said. 
The location served an aver-
age 1,500-2,000 people per 
day, up to 3,000 on the busi-
est days. He estimated some 
65 percent of the Anaheim 
location’s new staff mem-
bers were actually return-
ees from the previous run.

Edvin Merida of Garden 
Grove was among the em-
ployees who chose to return 
after the summer hiatus. He 
works mornings.

“As soon as they called 
me, I wanted to come back,” 
Merida said. “It’s like family 
here. I saw one (customer) I 

knew this morning, and he 
said, ‘Thank you for coming 
back.’ ”

The June closure was 
particularly bad timing for 
Disney hotel guests look-
ing to save money because 
the Tangaroa Terrace res-
taurant at the Disneyland 
Hotel and the White Water 
Snacks at Disney’s Grand 
Californian are closed for 
remodeling.

It remains unclear how 
long the Earl will reign in 
Anaheim, although talks 
have been underway about 
moving the Anaheim store 
to an as-yet-undisclosed lo-
cation. Some fans hope it 
will eventually reside in 
the new hotel, assuming it 
is ever built. 

The restaurant, which 
opened in 2012, is part of a 
chain that’s a subsidiary of 
the Planet Hollywood com-
pany.

Will the hotel ever be 
built?

Stanley said he didn’t 
know.

“We’d just like to say 
thank you to all our loyal 
customers who talked to 
Disney about us,” Stanley 
said. “It’s gratifying.”
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New tables and chairs have replaced the old benches at the reopened Earl of Sandwich in 
the Downtown Disney District at the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim.
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LA HABRA
1401 S. Beach Blvd.

Unit H
La Habra, CA 90631

Anyone living in the seven Southern
counties can open an account

Wescom.org, or any of our 22 branches,

1- 8 8 8 - 8WESCOM

(1- 8 8 8 - 893 -7266)

wescom.org

/WescomCreditUnion

@Liz_Wescom

@Liz_Wescom

The best bank for you
may not be a bank at all.

TUSTIN
2979 El Camino Real
Tustin, CA 92782

ORANGE
3743 W. Chapman Avenue

Suite C
Orange, CA 92868

1401 S.
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The best bank for you?

FINANCES ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF STRESS IN A RELATIONSHIP,
so we offer low rates on loans and credit cards, and great savings yields. Plus
financial planning tools to help you create a workable budget, get out of debt,
improve your credit report, and plan for the future. What’s not to love?

The one that puts more
“richer” and less “poorer”

in your relationship.

Federally Insured by the NCUA
Account opening and Visa® Check Card subject to verification by ChexSystems, a consumer reporting agency; Primary Payment Systems, an independent verification service; and Credit Union approval. A $1 deposit to a regular Saving Account is required. Loan approval subject to credit and

income evaluation. Certain conditions and restrictions apply. Wescom is an equal opportunity lender.

Check out “Big Blue,”
our mobile banking branch

every Wednesday at the
Wescom Operations
Center in Anaheim
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